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Really shows the Czar, the
Kaiser, King (ieorge and
other rovalties as they have
appeared to a member of
Europe’s Court Circle.

It contains no back-
stairs gossip; ia absolutely
without scandal; is lively,
entertaining and fruc.

If you want to visualize
some of the leading ac-
tors in the European war
drama read
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Impressive New Novel
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WhenOwen

Johnson

writes about

youth, love and
ambition you are
sure of a good novel,
and you get it, whole-
some, romantic and ex-
citing, in
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Published by STOKES

An entertaining book

The story of a woman,
written with perfect insight
into a woman's feelings.
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The last word in up-to-date
Bridge by an expert. The
recently revised laws ex.
plained. Rules for bidding
and good play. Price 50c.
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perfectly
story—Prudence
ey wins, keep o:::thh.
anhr in it, and it reads
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LITER
AND

BOOK NEWS

Two American Women's

Pictures and Im-

pressions of the War in France—A Good

History of the

« Vi rom  [hanks -
By Ed Whartor Tilustraged

1 (Charles Seribnec’s Sons
LTOI" ON THE MARNE. Being Let-
Vreitten June B-September §, 14 H
Aldrich 1fmo, | Houghtohi

far as Mrs

Yo

Wharton herself s
concerned, this record things seen
nnd felt by Her leaves upon the rea ler
fortitude and grim
er than of suffering

ol
| {mpression of
| detorminntion rath
| and pity. 1t

war with which she hias become as one
Technieally the book is s work of art,
standing apart, with its inspiration, in
all the long row of this author's beau-
tifully finighed volumes. And it is typi-
in Its unerring elim-
1, its dextrous

aAn

s the mood of France at

cally French art
inntion of the unessentin

use of the minimum of lines, of
teuehes, for the production of th

imum of on. The W
wherewi volume opens i

an  etching, 1libly suggesting all
that is not expressed of mood and &t

mosphere and time and place -an etch-
ing, moreover, with remarques of no

legs value. As, for instance:

I remember especially the ateady-
browed faces of the women; and
also the small but significant fact
that every one of them had remem-
bered to bring her dog. The hig-
gest of these aminble eompanions
had to take their chance of seelng
what they could through the for-
est of human legs; but every one
that ‘was portahble was snugly
lodged in the bend of an elbow,
and from this safe perch scores and
scores muzzles,
blunt or sharp, smooth or woolly,
brown or gray, or white or b
or bgindled, looked out on the scene
with the quiet awereness of the
Paris dog.

Another marginal impression, a more
significant one: faces seen in the city’s
streets:

Women whose faces look like
memorial medels—Idenlized images
of what they were in the flesh. And

masks of some of the men
those queer tormented Gallle
masks, crushed-in and squat and

a little satyr-like—llke the bronzes

of the Naples Museum, burnt and

twisted from their baptism i

But none of these fuces re

personal preoccupation: they nre

Jooking, one and all, at France

erect on her borders.

The faces of n martial race at war,
fiphting for its own—Mrs. Wharton i
constantly studying them, and, at the
front, finds that it !s not too much to

| ane that the struggle has given them
beauty. “It is a wonderful example of
the rapidity with which purpose mode

the human eountenance. Almost nll of

of small, serious

the

,them have the same look of quiet)
| authority: it is ns though all ‘ner-
vosity,! fussiness, oddities, meannesses

and vulgarities had been burnt away
in a great flame of self-dediention.”

All along this front, from Dunkerque
to the little corner of the Lost Prov-
inces that is French again, Mrs. Whar- |

torr was struck by the silence

visibility, the myste
1 wondrou
of Rhein
A

tween battles. She
picture of the new henut;
Cathedral, with its tone
flame and smoke; she makes us see
ruin that has been ereated in te
country, and the quiet energy tl
already restoring what has heen
She visits hospitals, the wounded and
their nurses. She gives us a glhimp
of the confident affection be
cers and men, and she finds that the
new France that has arisen is but the
old Franee which has dug down to the

: 1
vaiues |

the

and

lost

woen

bedrock of ita national cha A
truly admirable piece of work

Miss Aldriech saw the romance of
war, and has made the most of it in

these fascinating, unmistakably spon-
taneous letters of hers. The shadow of
war's tragedy almoat fell upon the six

! gables of that little house of hers;
then the tide turned. The Invader was
stopped at her thresheld. lHer experi-

ences with retreating British soldiers
and ofecers, whom she refreshed with
tea and food and baths--the tribute
paid to Woman in war time by & grate
ful tommy, & stammering, shy young
man, all this {s splendid reading, and
must remain & memory vouchsafed to
but few. There were days of anxiety,
of suggestions of the necessity of im-
medinte flight—but Miss Aldrich stuck
to her books, most cherished of her
housshold gods. As Mra. Wharton
| gives us= o picture of the capital in the
| days of coming war, so does she give us
f its approach

one in the heart of the
country, in & place so small, so yuict
gnd insignifieant that the gnazettcers
know it not, the railroad seorns it, and

probably only the military maps deign
to take mnotice of its existence. [ller
pictures of the reglon and ita inhabi
tants in the untroubled days of June
of last year are charming. They mu
acquire & hiztoric vaiue, for we are t

that after this war is over nothing wil
Mrs

25111
=Ll

be the same Again. W it
ton suw the peasant returning i A
soil the moment it was cleared of en-
etnien; and the pernistence of the pean-

n the ways of thelir

antries of Europ
fathers is proverbial.
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Gridiron Club.

THE GRIDIRON CLLUB,

GURITIRON

2 history of the Gridiron

club in

most famous ¢
is of necessity to

4

States

furnish & record of the changes whieh

our cherished soctal institulion

one of
the public dinner -has undergons
and is still undergoing. We used o

Hve in the era of after-dinner or
now we live In the era of after-d
vaudeville. The cabaret performer haa
crowded out the post-prandial star of
other days, who had to get his ¢
across the guest table without the aid
of make-up, costume, musical nceocm-
paniment or other helpful stage mcces-
sories. Formerly the guest paid his
seore by giving the hosts what he had
in the way of humor, faney, Joe
Miller mnecdotes or serious elogu
At dinners of the sportive sort he had
to pay in other ways. The Clover Club,
of Philadelphin, after whieh the Grid
fron Cluh was modelled, vsed to haz
spenkera unmercifully. Interrup-
tions—pertinent or impertinent—chor
uses to drown out his voice, boisterous
horseplay at his expense, were thought
to be the height of after-dinner humor,
The Gridiron Clubh puraued this method
for & while, but, to itz eredit, soon
dropped it for a humaner form

satirical entertainment. Burlesques in
which the members of the club took
part formed the basis of the evening's
fun, and the guests were asked to laugh

wit,

ice,

of

at Iimpersonations deftly ridieuling
them and their foibles
Mr, Dunn's bdok tells the story of

the Gridiror Club from ita lirst dinner,

in Mnay, 1885, to Its thirtieth anniver-
gary, in 1915, What intelligence, tact
and good taste can do toward creating
A reputa y such as the club now en-
joys would make an interesting ex-
hibit, even if the elub had had its local

habitation in sfome minor inland eity
and the purveyor of amusement had
been obliged to deal with seanty loeal
material. But it has been the Grid-
fron Club's good fortune to make its
enreer at the national capital, to bur-
lesque events and situations which
were of universal interest, and to put
skits under the eyes of the
chief netors In those events and aitua-
tiona Presidents, Cabinet officers,
Ambassadors, Senators, Representatives
in Congress, men in the limelight in
nll professions, have beesn [ts guests
and have suffered in person from its
raillery. A complete record of the
doings at the dinners for thirty yeurs
would be a historieal document
Since the first

on ite

of the greatest value.

rule of the « rs are
never present, such a document will
be beyond the rench of future his-
torians, It is a pity, For in the un-|
 restrained fntercourse of such oeen-
sions @ true character of a public
man fiashes out, and n better judg
ment of what he really s enn be ob-|

tained than through any of his more

guarded publie acts and utterances.
I'ke club’s rule has been broken in one
or two instances, and with all his

diseretion Mr. Dunn oceasionally gives
reader that mere intimnte view of
which the outside
storlan erave for,

paradox, for instance,
which will always worry the student
whoe tries to explain the character of
Henjamin Harrison. No President was
ever personally more unpopular in
Washington than he was. In hiz per-
eonal dealings with politicians, with
journalists, with all who were brought
into contact with him in an official ea-
pacity he was a man of ice—curt, sus-
pieious, unresponsive. He lacked nhao-
lutely the capacity for personal inter-
course, Yet his speeches were models
of graceful and tactful expression. His
first Gridiron speech astonished those
who had thought of him only ns a hu
At its conclusion a membar
in his
8

the
nuhl!
pu

personnges

‘here the

man icicle
of the club, violently partisan
llemoeracy, rushed over Perry
Heath, the Washington eorrespondent
of “The Indianapolis Journal” and
quaal press agent of the administra-
tion, and said:

“Perry, your man Harrison is a
1 didn’t think it was In

to

waonder.
him.
“Oh, he's all right on his feet,”

replied Perry. “It's only when he

gits down that he falls down."”

There waa the riddle of Harrison,
iNuminated by an Irish bull. Seated at
his desk at the White IHouse and in
erdinary Intercourse with others, the
P'resident scemed to lose all power to
convinee or to please. He rubbed every-
body the wrong way

Yet he had wit and unbounded ora-
torical felicity. A few days before he
dinner he had

spoke at the Gridiron
made a speech to a cowgress of In-
ventors and patent lawyers, He capte

ured his audience by beginning: “This |
ix the second time that 1 have been
cnlled upon this week to open a con-
{ American inventors,”
Cleveland never sttended
Ho did not get on
the Washington corespond-
d hnd only the fauintest appre-
of the use which could be made
newspapers for ]'HIII‘:L‘u! pur-
He was not at ease on such in-
formnal oceasions, could not exchange
banter with his eritics, ax Harrison and
Roosevelt could, and slso felt that the
\

1t
a Gridivon dinner,

poscs

|
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’ CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS

OF WAR

By Robert Crozier Long

comtribution {o the literature

because it covers a field too
made up of appealingly human
rather than great movements.

th Russia and its a‘rmw«_ it 18
$1.50 net.
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KS AND AUTHORS-—RE

ARY CRITICISM

EDITH WHARTON.

(“Tighting France': (

ntial dignity would be ruffed if
vitted to the fun that might be
Mo was irritated by a

Presid
he sul
poked at him
bhurlesque of
on early in gecond term, and was
highly incensed at » later skit on the
reported reconciliation between him-
self and Senator David B. Hill. The
correspondent who made up as Presi-
dent in this sketch, a picture of the
final scene of which had appeared in a
Whashington newspaper, was boyeotted
by Mr. Cleveland for the remainder of
his administration,

Thomas B, Reed was one of the most
frequent guests of the elub. He was
thoroughly at home on such oceasions.
The ek, mordant wit which had
made him so many enemies had full
play at the Gridiron board, and he
could always take & thrust ns well as
give one. It is unfortunate that only
fiding tradition now preserves the
memory of his speeches, Mr. Dunn re-
calls one characteristic saying of
Reed's. It was in the winter of 1894,
when he was a hopeful eandidate for
Repuldiean Presidential nomina-

As he himself told the story, a

t

the

tion.

haties Herfboer's Mons )

interest in Its mctivities, and saw in
them after he became President an
opportunity to give publieity to his

his Hawaiinn policy put views on many subjects. He won the

regard of the members on his first ap-
pearance as & guest away back in 1890,
when he was a Civil Service Commis-
sioner. In response to some intro-
duetory banter, he remarked: “1 am
reminded of Mr’ Campbell's attack on
me in the New York Legislature, when
1 Introduced s certain bill. He charged
that I oceupied a quasi position, where-
upon Colone! Michael C. Murphy walked
over, touched him on the shoulder and
said: ‘How dare ye quote Latin on the
flure av this House, when ye don’t know

the Alpha and Omega of the lin-
guage?”
Whenever Colonel Roosevelt was

present something striking could be
expected. He never dodged a chal
lenge. In March, 1868, war with Spain
over Cuba was in everybody's mind
Senator Hanna had made a speech dep-
recating the idea of war, Colonel
Roosevelt, then Assistant Secretary of
the Navy, rose to the oceasion. "We
will have this war for the freedom of

OF CURRENT FICTION

Arnold Bennett Completes His “Clayhanger” Trilogy—
Richard Pryce's Noteworthy New Novel—Jeffery
Farnol at His Romantic Best.

THESE TWAIN.
THESE TIWATN. By Arold Berneit
el 541 OQeorge H Dotan Uempary

Marriage, Stevenson rays somewhers,
vith thet air of his of suying something
befght, is a fleld of bat and not 8
bed of roses. ~his idea is ti te.ﬂ- as
vou might say, of “These Twain." The
moral of the book, if it were the swest
old fashion mow to hook on morals at
tha end, would be found in a line in it
which esneludes, “the disastrous and yet
henutiful infeliclty of things.” In be-
tween flickers again the grim smile of
the Five Towne,

The extensive fictional kistory of the
most eelebrated group of small indus-
trisl towns in England has now been
hrought dewn to the year 1388 When
this sort of thing is done over hers, in
indians, In the “outh, in New England,
we call it “sectional fiction.” It is also
sometimes referred to, with a larger
gesture, as the painting of an epoch,
At any rate, My, Bennett s one of the
most industrious and successful writers
of this sort of fietion to-day. And he
was one of the pioneers of the trilogy,
far in advance of the present wave.
And this, the last volume of the Clay-
hanger trilogy, leaves the picture of
life in Bursley, of the Five Towns, with
everything \'E!ibla there in the "90%,
from “musical evenings” snd the ree-
ognized distinctions of ¢lass in “horse
owning” to funeral eustoms and grave-
stones, preserved in microacopic detail
exactly (one eannot doubt) as they
were then, At least, anything that may
by accident have been left out the fut-
ure student will hardly miss.

And a great deal that was not visible
| to any naked eye in Bursley, only to
the l\ll-nnlng eye of the novelist, s
hera. How is it that James Stephens
has it in a recent poem about these
little twaina? Something about kiss-

ing and quarreling in the dark., Ed-
win Clayhanger nng Hilda Lessways (as

she was) endurein these pages the
glow menace of six years. One of the
features of the highly-strung, self-
willed, wayward Hilda, one of her most |
commanding weapons with the enemy,
and ona of the tools of her trade as the

“complement” to her husband, is the

kiss. And one of the features of the
snug, vacillating, yet sound Five

Townsman FEdwin |s to engage his mind
lupon the enigma of his existence, to
consider at some length the lost free-
dom of the bachelor, and to savor deep-

Iy the functioning of his middle-class

Vietorian home.

Mrs. Edwin Clayhanger iz discovered,

a personable woman in the middle thir-
ties, in the house of her husband of a
| fow months, in Bleakridge, “residential
suburt” of Bursley, where a third
member of the family is her son
George, by her former and tragic mar-
ringe, a good mort of boy, now about
ten years of age, who calls his eom-
rade  stepfather “Unele,” Bhe ia
dresaing for an At Home, in the joint
bedroom of the couple. It seems that
in the beginning there had been some
difference of idess between husband
and wife as which room of the

1twme, m

to

fervent admirer met him in one of the Cuba, Senator Hanna, in epite of the |house was to be their bedroom. Though

of the Capitol, grasped his
vxclnimed:

Mr. Reed, you are the man of
the hour; you are the man the Re-
publicans should choose; the eoun-
try needs a man of your ability,
firmness and integrity; you should

corridor

receive the nomination.”
Gazing down at hig admirer, Reed
drawled:
“The eonvention could do worse
Nt

and probably will,

The Chinese Minister, Mr. Wu, one of
the cleverest men who ever spoke at
publie dinners in this country, once hit
off Reed’s chief fuiling as a leader in
Washington. He said: 1 am told that
your great Spesker is a Republican. In
our country he would be & pronounced
monarchist and a supporter of the
Manchu dynasty.”

President McKinley's relations with
the club were extremely amieable. He
attended dinners occasionally, but did
He did not figure much
Senator Hanna, who

not stay long,
in the club ekits,

was a constant and highly popular
guest, was u hetter target for jests
at the expense of the administration,

and no one enjoyed them more than he
did. About the only story in wh
MeKinley figures in Mr. Dunn's book
was told by the lute Thomas H. Carter,
of Montana. He eiid that he, McKin-
ley, and *Unele J nnon had met
at the Grand | Hotel in Chieago
shortly after the election of 1890, All

had been defeated for re-election to
the House of Reprezentatives. Carter

explained his defeat, and said that he
was really glad to get out of Congreas,
MeKinley said that he had had to run
In n gerrymandered distriet, with a
normal Dlemocratic plurality of 1,800
agninst him; he had been beaten by
only 200 votes, and “on the whole, was
really glad that it happened that way.”
“That is what 1 am saving to every
one,” broke in “Unele Joe"; “byt, boys,
don't let's lie to one another.”

Colonel Roosevelt occupies a larger
the records of the elub than
He took a great

Epace 1n
sny other public man.

commercial interests,” he said emphati-
cally. It was a true prophecy.

After Colonel Roosevelt becama Pres-
ident he dominated the dinners. He
was the target for most of the bur-
lesque, and had his say at length after-
ward. Some of the fun left a sting,
and some of the verbal encounters be-
tween the President and his erities
have become historic. The Gridiren
rule of non-publicity waa broken when
the famous tilt with Senator Foraker
over the Brownaville ease oceurred.
“The Washington Post” gave the de-
tzils to the world the next da)
Mr. Dunn limits himself to rej
“The Post's" story.

This violation of confidence cheeked

for a time the spontaneity of the din-!

tiers nand led to a ecurbing of the
lieense allowed to the fun makers, The
dinners are not so full of suppressed

exceilement nowadays According to

Mr. Dunn, Colonel Roosevelt took of-
fenee at of the skits in which
his pet ideas were satirized. But that
was not the real reason why he an-
nounced in 1609 that he would not

attend'another Gridiron dinner. “Wash
ington is no place for ex-Presidents,
was the Colonel's own expl ion.

While he wus President, Mr. Taft
nttended most of the club's dinners.
But he was muech less a newspaper-
men's President than Colonel Roose-
vielt was The burlesoues on his ad-
ministration and policies were milder
in their nature. The Colonel was in
Afriea, or in Oyster Bay, but his per
sonality and purposes still dominated
more or less in Washington,

Fresident Wilson has not taken to
the Gridiron style of funmaking,
There is a'passage in one of the skits
of the December din of 1910, re-
ferring to him, however, which many
peopla will think was singularly pro-
phetie, '

In & colloquy hetween a club mem-
ber representing Mr. Wilson, then Gov-
ernor-elect of New Jersev, and Miss
Democracy, Mr. Wilson's impersonator
said: "1 am the only man fitted to be
the National Voice"
terea nihil, many would
to add, having view
Lusitanin and other happenings
l."l.-_u' would be going too deeply inte
polities.

inner

or of
he  ti

l

THE GREAT ROMANTIC STORY

BELTANE THE SMITH

I'he greatest literary achievement

larity with the Neirs A romance o
nddventure that for chinem and beaut
its allurement Tenpyson's “Idylls of

—Bus

a hook that is bound to lust and grow in popu-

for years,

f love and
¥ rivals in
the King."
ton filobe.

BELTANE THE SMITH

who have enjoved his previous tale
5i0 pages of fresh allure and enjovn
wew story of derring-do  and '|||.r

and high ¢ M prise and romantie love,

The author of “The Broad Highway" long
ago proved the magic of his pen, and the many

—Nwwe Vork Times.

s will find
wnt in this
greenwood

BELTANE THE SMITH

other with a constantly increasing
The romance as a whole is illusive

1l trays o vigorous and resonrceful imagination,
—Hoston Transeript.

We follow Beltane from one eaploit fa an-

curiosity.
and it be

By JEFFERY FARNOL

572 Pages. '

LITTLE, BROWN & CO., BOSTON

l $1.50 net.

| Hilda had had her way, and Edwin had
“needed shaking up,” he hed perceived
| that her attitude in the matter, im-
perious superficially, was in truth an
| impassioned surrender to him. Edwin
| i# walting below in the hall, somewhat
impatiently, and regarding with equal
interest and pride his photegravure of
| Bellini's "Agony in the Garden,” from
| the National Gallery, and the radiator
which he has just had installed. Out-
side of his home his towering concern
is “the works," the flourishing printing |

, ited control.

L
|
!
of which he has !nher-.l

Among Edwin's reflections is the
startling discovery that he has brought

into his house, not a woman, but a tri-
child and

eatahlishment

partite creature—woman,
sibyl. Before his marrisge he had
never in the least suspected that a

woman might be a tripartite ereature.
He was married, certa nlz. legally and
“raspectably” married, “but the mere
marriage seemed naught in comglrimn
with the enormous fact that he had got
this unexampled creaturs in his house
and was llving with her—ahe at his
merey and he at hers. Enchanting es-
capade! Solemn doom!” And so the
stary is off, with its central theme the
crucial period of marriage, that called

the period of “adjustment,” {nthermg.
as it goes, as @ rolling snowball adds
to its size an elaborate background of |

a multitude of small, curiously human
characters, flowers of English provin-
cialism. [

So we eome to some consideration of |
Mr. Bennett's triogy manner, his am-
bitious style, Mr. Bennett is well and
fuvorahly known in this community (as/
the obituaries say) as the most suc-
eonsful writer going of eatchpenny
philosophy and as a prolific producer
of some of the cleverest journalistie
hot cakes of the day. In 1908 he “put
neross” what ever, 'bodg Agrecs i3 A re-
markable book. “The O1d Wives’ Tale"”
will stand. As a sign, if is nlrear*g,
named ss among the “ten best Englis
novels” in symposiums conducte by |
newspapers. An eminent American
novelist, whois A elose personal friend
of Mr. Bennett, has said that he read
the bhook through, observing the au-
thor's name on the cover, but thought
the writer must be “some other man”
named Bennett. He did not think that
*noch Arnold Bennett could do it, and
then Ne was sure he could never eqtal
it agpin—the man's great artistic bolt
had been shot. Mr. Bennett's aetivity
has also caused an idea to get afoo!
pretty generally that he is too much
‘“on the make” to go in very heavily
for the production of masterpieces, In
1910 appeared the first of the Clay-
hanger stories,

Now, among Mr., Bennett's most con

|apieuous qualities as o writer of “frol-

ics” in fiction and pocket “philosophies”
is the faculty of making that person
ealled the Man in the Street sit up and
take notice, Mr. Shaw can agitate the
blood of intellectuals; Mr. Bennett can
fre the minds even of boneheads. By
gusto he does it. By whooping up
continually a doetrine of old Carlyle's
he has got, doubtiess, countless people
suddenly to consider that one of the
most amazing spectacles ifi the world
is that of & man walking down the
atreet, that there is nothing dull about
the great humorists, that a sewing
mnch?m- is in every way remarkable.
e The Clayhanger stories are very
probably the most pedestrian perform-
ances in the language. The “Chroni-
cles .of Barset” are skittish In com-
parison.

In “The Old Wives' Tale” Mr. Hen-
nett adopted a style of passionless
austerity. With never a philosophical
observation, with never T.ﬁo use of a
humorous word or a pitiful word, he
produced an effect which is unassail-
able. The tale is wrought by a mam-|
maoth succession of detached statements
of cold fact, as they seem. But every |
statement rings the bell; and some are |
quite perfeet in their kind. The same
conception of a work of realistic art is
brought to the construetion of the
Clayhanger books. This writer, who at
other times puts before you the char-
acter of a nose in & crackling line, sets
his face like flint againat cleverness, as |

—

Continued on page 9. |
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